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(b) Content. (1) Official station identi-
fication shall consist of the station’s 
call letters immediately followed by 
the community or communities speci-
fied in its license as the station’s loca-
tion: Provided, That the name of the li-
censee or the station’s frequency or 
channel number, or both, as stated on 
the station’s license may be inserted 
between the call letters and station lo-
cation. No other insertion is permis-
sible. 

(2) A station may include in its offi-
cial station identification the name of 
any additional community or commu-
nities, but the community to which the 
station is licensed must be named first. 

(c) Channel—(1) General. Except as 
otherwise provided in this paragraph, 
in making the identification announce-
ment the call letters shall be given 
only on the channel identified thereby. 

(2) Simultaneous AM (535–1605 kHz) and 
AM (1605–1705 kHz broadcasts. If the 
same licensee operates an AM broad-
cast station in the 535–1605 kHz band 
and an AM broadcast station in the 
1605–1705 kHz band with both stations 
licensed to the same community and 
simultaneously broadcasts the same 
programs over the facilities of both 
such stations, station identification 
announcements may be made jointly 
for both stations for periods of such si-
multaneous operations. 

(3) Satellite operation. When program-
ming of a broadcast station is rebroad-
cast simultaneously over the facilities 
of a satellite station, the originating 
station may make identification an-
nouncements for the satellite station 
for periods of such simultaneous oper-
ation. 

(i) In the case of a television broad-
cast station, such announcements, in 
addition to the information required by 
paragraph (b)(1) of this section, shall 
include the number of the channel on 
which each station is operating. 

(ii) In the case of aural broadcast sta-
tions, such announcements, in addition 
to the information required by para-
graph (b)(1) of this section, shall in-
clude the frequency on which each sta-
tion is operating. 

(d) Subscription television stations 
(STV). The requirements for official 
station identification applicable to TV 
stations will apply to Subscription TV 

stations except, during STV-encoded 
programming such station identifica-
tion is not required. However, a station 
identification announcement will be 
made immediately prior to and fol-
lowing the encoded Subscription TV 
program period. 

[34 FR 19762, Dec. 17, 1969, as amended at 37 
FR 23726, Nov. 8, 1972; 39 FR 6707, Feb. 22, 
1974; 39 FR 9442, Mar. 11, 1974; 41 FR 29394, 
July 16, 1976; 47 FR 3791, Jan. 27, 1982; 48 FR 
51308, Nov. 8, 1983; 56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991; 
65 FR 30003, May 10, 2000] 

§ 73.1202 Retention of letters received 
from the public. 

All written comments and sugges-
tions received from the public by li-
censees of commercial AM, FM, TV and 
Class A TV broadcast stations regard-
ing operation of their station shall be 
maintained in the local public inspec-
tion file, unless the letter writer has 
requested that the letter not be made 
public or when the licensee feels that it 
should be excluded from the public in-
spection file because of the nature of 
its content, such as a defamatory or 
obscene letter. 

(a) Letters shall be retained in the 
local public inspection file for three 
years from the date on which they are 
received by the licensee. 

(b) Letters received by TV and Class 
A TV licensees shall be placed in one of 
the following separated subject cat-
egories: programming or non-program-
ming. If comments in a letter relate to 
both categories, the licensee shall file 
it under the category to which the 
writer has given greater attention. 

[65 FR 30003, May 10, 2000] 

§ 73.1206 Broadcast of telephone con-
versations. 

Before recording a telephone con-
versation for broadcast, or broad-
casting such a conversation simulta-
neously with its occurrence, a licensee 
shall inform any party to the call of 
the licensee’s intention to broadcast 
the conversation, except where such 
party is aware, or may be presumed to 
be aware from the circumstances of the 
conversation, that it is being or likely 
will be broadcast. Such awareness is 
presumed to exist only when the other 
party to the call is associated with the 
station (such as as employee or part- 
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time reporter), or where the other 
party originates the call and it is obvi-
ous that it is in connection with a pro-
gram in which the station customarily 
broadcasts telephone conversations. 

[35 FR 7733, May 20, 1970] 

§ 73.1207 Rebroadcasts. 
(a) The term rebroadcast means recep-

tion by radio of the programs or other 
transmissions of a broadcast or any 
other type of radio station, and the si-
multaneous or subsequent retrans-
mission of such programs or trans-
missions by a broadcast station. 

(1) As used in this section, ‘‘program’’ 
includes any complete programs or 
part thereof. 

(2) The transmission of a program 
from its point of origin to a broadcast 
station entirely by common carrier fa-
cilities, whether by wire line or radio, 
is not considered a rebroadcast. 

(3) The broadcasting of a program re-
layed by a remote pickup broadcast 
station is not considered a rebroadcast. 

(b) No broadcast station may re-
transmit the program, or any part 
thereof, of another U.S. broadcast sta-
tion without the express authority of 
the originating station. A copy of the 
written consent of the licensee origi-
nating the program must be kept by 
the licensee of the station retransmit-
ting such program and made available 
to the FCC upon request. 

(1) Stations originating emergency 
communications under a State EAS 
plan are considered to have conferred 
rebroadcast authority to other partici-
pating stations. 

(2) Permission must be obtained from 
the originating station to rebroadcast 
any subsidiary communications trans-
mitted by means of a multiplex subcar-
rier or telecommunications service on 
the vertical blanking interval or in the 
visual signal of a television signal. 

(3) Programs originated by the Voice 
of America (VOA) and the Armed 
Forces Radio and Television Services 
(AFRTS) cannot, in general, be cleared 
for domestic rebroadcast, and may 
therefore be retransmitted only by spe-
cial arrangements among the parties 
concerned. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided by 
international agreement, programs 
originated by foreign broadcast sta-

tions may be retransmitted without 
the consent of the originating station. 

(c) The transmissions of non-broad-
cast stations may be rebroadcast under 
the following conditions: 

(1) Messages originated by privately- 
owned non-broadcast stations other 
than those in the Amateur and Citizens 
Band (CB) Radio Services may be 
broadcast only upon receipt of prior 
permission from the non-broadcast li-
censee. Additionally, messages trans-
mitted by common carrier stations 
may be rebroadcast only upon prior 
permission of the originator of the 
message as well as the station licensee. 

(2) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, messages originated 
entirely by non-broadcast stations 
owned and operated by the Federal 
Government may be rebroadcast only 
upon receipt of prior permission from 
the government agency originating the 
messages. 

(3) Messages originated by stations in 
the amateur and Citizens Band (CB) 
radio services may be rebroadcast at 
the discretion of broadcast station li-
censees. 

(4) Emergency communications origi-
nated under a State EAS plan. 

(d) The rebroadcasting of time sig-
nals originated by the Naval Observ-
atory and the National Bureau of 
Standards and messages from the Na-
tional Weather Service stations is per-
mitted without specific authorization 
under the following procedures: 

(1) Naval Observatory Time Signals. (i) 
The time signals rebroadcast must be 
obtained by direct radio reception from 
a naval radio station, or by land line 
circuits. 

(ii) Announcement of the time signal 
must be made without reference to any 
commercial activity. 

(iii) Identification of the Naval Ob-
servatory as the source of the time sig-
nal must be made by an announcement, 
substantially as follows: ‘‘With the sig-
nal, the time will be . . . courtesy of 
the U.S. Naval Observatory.’’ 

(iv) Schedules of time signal broad-
casts may be obtained upon request 
from the Superintendent, U.S. Naval 
Observatory, Washington, DC 20390. 

(2) National Bureau of Standards Time 
Signals. (i) Time signals for rebroadcast 
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